
HARPER PARK

Stewardship in Peterborough’s Urban 

Natural Park











WHERE IS HARPER PARK LOCATED?
In the southwest end of Peterborough within the east-central portion of the 581 acre Harper Creek sub-watershed.  
The Harper Park Natural Area also falls within the boundaries of the Lansdowne West Secondary Planning Area.



MUNICIPAL AND PROVINCIAL 
PROTECTION

The park is zoned as a Protected Natural Area as per the City 
of Peterborough’s Official Plan, Schedule A

• nature based recreation

• outdoor education

• non-destructive research

• horticulture

• conservation

• forestry

• wildlife management

• trails for non-motorized forms of transportation

The natural area is ~ 148 acres, 1/4 of the watershed area.

The wetland area of the park is designated locally significant 
under the Ontario Wetland Evaluation System

The evaluated portion of the wetland is 54 acres, about 1/3 of the natural area 
(large portion remains unevaluated)



PARK BOUNDARIES
NATURAL, POLITICAL & SOCIAL

1. Natural watershed boundaries 
(topography) vs built drainage 
infrastructure (storm sewers)

2. Political & Jurisdictional boundaries: 
provincial (OWES), municipal (City 
ownership) regional (ORCA 
regulatory), First Nations (Treaty 
Rights)

3. Neighbours:  Residential, commercial, 
light industrial



SHARING STORIES



BIOBLITZ  JUNE  2013:  
A DAY OF EXPLORATION  &  LEARNING

Dawn chorus

Daytime Botany

Tracking







CLEANING  UP  THE PARK
Teamwork!      Making Friends!      Community Benefits!





























Why Should We Care?

Urban headwater, deepwater aquifer, wildlife corridor, nesting habitat for area sensitive bird species not normally 
found in urban areas, deer wintering area, sustains native brook trout population and is critical to the hydrology of 

connected wetlands




