HARPER PARK
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WHERE IS HARPER PARK LOCATED?

In the southwest end of Peterborough within the east-central portion of the 581 acre Harper Creek sub-watershed.
The Harper Park Natural Area also falls within the boundaries of the Lansdowne West Secondary Planning Area.
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PROTECTION

The park is zoned as a Protected Natural Area as per the City
of Peterborough’s Official Plan, Schedule A

nature based recreation

outdoor education

non-destructive research

horticulture
conservation

forestry

wildlife management
trails for non-motorized forms of transportation
The natural area is ~ 148 acres, |/4 of the watershed area.

The wetland area of the park is designated locally significant
under the Ontario Wetland Evaluation System

The evaluated portion of the wetland is 54 acres, about 1/3 of the natural area
(large portion remains unevaluated)



PARK BOUNDARIES
NATURAL, POLITICAL & SOCIA

Natural watershed boundaries
(topography) vs built drainage
infrastructure (storm sewers)

Political & Jurisdictional boundaries:
provincial (OWES), municipal (City
ownership) regional (ORCA
regulatory), First Nations (Treaty
Rights)

Neighbours: Residential, commercial,
light industrial



SHARING STORIES

Wr scanned the trectops with
biroculars, cupped ous vars o

amplify distant calls, tummoed ever rocks
for hidden creatures and knolt down o
Inspect tny planis, all the while record
ltag every spocios we found, I other
words, we “BioBlitzed” On June 4, vight
local natisralists took part ina t
marathon 1o catalogue as many plant
ard ansimal speckes e possibile i Petes-
baraugh's Harper Park. Although not all
of the mumbers are in yet about 250
:‘:\(‘(ll'\ were tallled on this cool. lune

¥

The evens - known as a BloBiiz - was
veganslood by the Harper Pash Steward-
ship Initiative and the Poterhorough
Meld Naturalists, We wanted to

update the lises of the area’s flora
and fauna as well as malse awvareness
of just how spocies-rich tsis listhe
known park sctually Is. Public
awareness is especially important in
liglst of all tse devedopient hap.
pening in e arva, So fas, O

spocses tally for the duy adens 57
birds, seven dragonflies and dam
selflies, seven butterflies, five mam
mals, two amplaibians, two reptiles,
two fish and 100 plant spocios. This
adele up 10 a grand el of almos
250 species. There will be many
mute nasies 1o add W the
fustiare snventories, ss well, since we
aven’t yet been able to cover all
secors of the park our have we

covered all of tw seasuns,

Harper Pack x a 60 heczxre (150
acre). municipally owned prowecied
natural area located in tse south-
wost coener of the Clzy. loughly
speaking. it is bardered by Westview
Village condominiums and Holy
Cross high school o the north,
Harper K. to the east, Boidlewood

Park 1o the west (itseldf, located along
Ramblewood Dr, near Spillsbury
D) andd Flemning Dy, (o the south

IMPRESSIVE DIVERSITY

*T was Lnpaesacd by the size of
the park area and tse diversity of
Rabitats present thore, including

Peek inside city’s natural park

‘BioBlitz’ of Harper Park catalogued unseen world of plants, animals and birds

DREW MONKMAN tnoto

marshes, condfer swamps , shrub Kam Zippel, chair of the Harper Park Stewardship Initiative, and

14 yoar cld Luko Berg wore part of the BloBlitz team.

CRAIG BOGOEN photos

Marper Park (10p photo) is a diverse, undeveioped 150-
acre green space covering much of the area south of
Lansdowne St cast of Spilishury Dr. and west of Harper
Rd. Cinnamaon Ferns (above) were among the 250 plant
and animal species recorded by a teaen of eight local
naturalists during a 12 houwr biltz of the city owned park

(Lonicors ablangfobia)
Avens (Geum rivale). He and Winona
were abo hopt basy by the dozen o so
seddges present. Although soemne wore
Mentifiod visual others were collectod
and Mdenified aficrwards.

Wallking irvagh the kterSor of
Harpet Park for 1 ot thatse « up weatsl
the Miallits, | had ¢ soen the park’s
edges | was constanuy impressed bry
ol Lraniaithors i vegetation. We
noved froemn sanlit glades and mesd.
ows, 10 shaded cedar foresis, w condfer
swamps, dominated by Tamar s and
a huge variety of ferns. [ ofeen ol lke 1
was Uz a purtage suaewhere in Algo-
nquin Park, However, signs of human
mpacts were never far

Kists Zipped, chialr of the Harpes Pk
Seware Initiative, has prohably
spent more me exploring the area than
anyone Necause of her Mrnng connec-
pn 10 the park, the Blolliz was a
geka)
my cmotions running the gamest, from
joy as the etherval beaury of a pale green
carpot of hossetadls o
exrisement tn the discon.
ery of the rich flars and
fauna of the wetlands.
However all was under
scurod by doop sadivess
when we crossed the many
crosion scarn, deep and
ugly, creatod by urban
slormweler runcdl, Top-
pled troes, yaw
trenches fllled with foam
ing detergents and the foul
odors of sewer water Bow-
ing into the wetlands, were
a harch resinder of 2 cul
tural iendency so value
Jdollas over e well-belkyg
of othet be fnerna” sadd

Zippel
UNUSUAL ASH

and the Merple

ning

ings that we
encoumered during the
course of the day was &
White Axh troe growing at
the margin of an arca of
nsined swamp with ocarly

pround, while 8 sma
section branched off vertically at exacily
90°, At the intersection of the be
portion of what loaked like ¢ "
trunk remained as a ssab. Mike sug
peated Ui sis was prasailily an indige
o tadl markes troe, and that the
stranpe bend was man-made (Lo, 8
sapling trained 1o mark a wrall) and not




BIOBLITZ
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Dawn chorus
Daytime Botany

Tracking
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CLEANING UP THE PARK

Teamwork! Making Friends! = Community Benefits!
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Why Should We Care!

Urban headwater, deepwater aquifer, wildlife corridor, nesting habitat for area sensitive bird species not normally
found in urban areas, deer wintering area, sustains native brook trout population and is critical to the hydrology of

connected wetlands



b,

e N

. -
' <
'\“ Y

.




