
In attendance: 

MINUTES 
Peterborough County/City Waste Management 

Site Liaison Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, July 7, 2009 at 7 p.m. at Stewart Hall 

Committee Members: Reeve Dave Nelson - Chairman, Roy Craft, Steve SI Jean, 
Councillor Paul Heath 

Staff Members: Chris Bradley, Sherry Arcaro - County of Peterborough 
Melanie Kawalec, Craig Simmons - City of Peterborough 

General Public: Nancy De Guerre, Ed Haass 

Consultants: Jorge Costa, Tom Mclelwain, Chris Visser - Golder & Associates 
Joe Ovcjak - UEM 
Steve Ash - Jagger Hims 

Chairman Reeve Nelson called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. 

Introductions were held. 

1) Approval of Minutes 

Moved by: Roy Craft Seconded by: Steve St Jean 

"That the Site Liaison Committee minutes of January 13, 2009 be approved as presented." 
Carried. 

2) Business Arising from Minutes 

Odour issues were discussed but will be updated in the Consultant presentations 

3) 2008 Monitoring Report Overview - Joe Ovcjak 

Mr. Ovcjak provided a verbal presentation on 2008 Annual Monitoring Report. A copy of the 
presentation is attached to the minutes. Questions and discussion of the operations of the sites 
followed the presentation. 

Moved by: Steve St Jean Seconded by: Roy Craft 

"That the presentation by UEM on the 2008 Monitoring Report be accepted as presented." 
Carried. 

4) 2008 Annual Monitoring Report Comments - Jorge Costa & Tom Mclelwain 

Mr. Costa noted that Golder had reviewed the Draft 2008 Annual Monitoring Report, providing 
comments to UEM prior to submission to the Ministry of the Environment. 

He explained that the report is consistent with past experiences and operations of the site. 
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Mr. Mclelwain commented on the ground and surface water data, noting that he has been 
looking at the data for the site for over 20 years, with zero changes in the site for the last 18 
years. The site itself and the neighbourhood have had no change. 

He noted that the site is well operated, with surface and ground water sampled appropriately 
for the site. 

Moved by: Roy Craft Seconded by: Steve St Jean 

"That the verbal report by Golder and Associates on the 2008 Monitoring Report be received 
for information." 

Carried. 

5) Peterborough Biosolids Options Study - Sherry Arcaro 

Ms. Arcaro gave an update on the Biosolids Options Study. She noted that the volume of 
biosolids represent 10% of the total waste received each year. A copy of the biosolids options 
study update is attached to the minutes. 

Following discussion, Reeve Nelson requested that biosolids data be forwarded to Ed Haass 
for land application consideration. 

Moved by: Roy Craft Seconded by: Steve St Jean 

"That the verbal report on biosolids options study update be received for information." 

Carried. 

6) Landfill Site Inspection - Jorge Costa 

Mr. Costa provided an update on his landfill site inspection conducted earlier in the day. He 
noted that operations of the site are consistent, noting recent regrading and seeding areas due 
to maintenance. He noted 3 areas of landfill gas odour: i) along the edge of Cell 1 West B from 
the underground stone that is still exposed at the outer edge of the cell, ii) the manhole at the 
southeast corner which may need a new seal, and iii) the toe of the landfill between the 
entrance and the pumping station, there is a 6 inch pipe which is open. 

The second odour he noted on site was from biosolids. The placement of biosolids, due to the 
high moisture contents, acts like a sponge and retains any new moisture, reactivating the smell. 
He suggested that the site attempt to manage traffic tracking the biosolids. 

Mr. Costa advised the Committee that Chris Visser would be the new representative on behalf 
of Golder Consultants. 

Moved by: Steve St Jean Seconded by Roy Craft 

"That the verbal report on the Landfill Site Inspections from Mr. Costa be received for 
information." 

Carried. 
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7) Waste Management Facility Update - Melanie Kawalec 

Ms. Kawalec provided an update on the Bensfort Landfill Facility. A copy of the written report is 
attached to the minutes. 

Moved by: Roy Craft Seconded by: Steve St Jean 

"That the Report #7 providing an update on the Waste Management Facility be received for 
information. " 

Carried. 

8) Consulting Needs of the Committee - M Kawalec 

Reeve Nelson advised the Committee that he will work with the City and County to confirm the 
consulting need for the Committee. 

9) New Business - Melanie Kawalec 

Melanie Kawalec gave a verbal update on the status private well monitoring program. As of 
2009, most of the obligations for testing of private wells have now lapse, as the time required in 
the original agreement have expired. City and County staff suggested however that the well 
monitoring program continue on based on the same sampling schedule. 

10) Next Meeting 

The next SLC meeting is scheduled for January 19, 2010 at 7:00 pm General Committee 
Room, City Hall. 

11) Adjournment 

Moved by: Steve St Jean Seconded by: Roy Craft 

"That the meeting now adjourn." Carried. 

The meeting adjourned at 827 p.m. 
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TO: Site Liaison Committee 

FROM: Melanie Kawalec, Manager of Waste Management 

DATE: July 7, 2009 

SUBJECT: Waste Management Facility Update 
---- .-- ... ----.. -.~.-~-

Operations Update 
• shingles now stockpiled on site, ground & used for alternative cover material vs.exported off site. 
• Landfill Odour Survey was completed May 22, 2009 whictl surveyed the SFA for methane. This 

report will be used to guide the 2009 site maintenance work plan. 
• Applied and received another license to cull seagulls for bird control in 2009. 
• Landfill Gas Utilization project formalized, permits and approvals underway with the OPA and 

rezoning public meeting scheduled for August 11, 2009. 
• Additional gas wells to be installed in SFA in 2010 and 2011. 
• fall 2009 will include seep repairs and hydro seeding as required, with additionallandscapin9· 

Facility Complaints: January 2009 - June 2009 
• Odour Complaint: January 28, 2009 from Mike Taylor who lives on Cloverdale Line 
• Results: Waste Operations Coordinator spoke with Mr. Taylor about the landfill has had stronger 

than usual odours lately due to the high water table which has flooded some of the gas wells, 
preventing the flare to draw methane gas from these wells. February 10, 2009, the Coordinator 
installed a 4-inch vacuum line in MH15 to the gas header line. The draw on this manhole has 
eliminated the odour in the area for about 100 to 150 feet north and south. 

• Litter Complaint: April 3, 2009 from Chris Johnston, MOE 
• Results: Waste Operations Coordinator confirmed that litter pickup along Bensfort Road was 

scheduled for Monday, April 6th The ditch line had been cleaned up last week but due to the high 
winds lately it seems to be ongoing at least once a week for the past three weeks. 

• Odour Complaint: April 27, 2009 from Roy Craft 
• Results: The Waste Operations Coordinator returned his call and explained that the odour 

appeared to be due to the placement of Biosolids in the fill area. The Coordinator also agreed to 
check out the site to ensure that everything else was in order. 

Offenses Summary: January 2009 - June 2009 
January 1 to June 30, 2008 - 275 untarped loads of 558 total offenses 
January 1 to June 30, 2009 - 487untarped loads of 671 total offenses 

Centralized Composting Facility 
• Project stalled due to odour modeling study and Certification of Approval application pending. 
• Official Plan Amendment and rezoning applications on hold. 
• City Wide Organics on hold until composting site is operational and budget approved, anticipate 

2011. 
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Landfill Properties Update 
• Farm at 1376 Cloverdale Line, western side of the road only, sold 
• 1333 Bensforl Road under renovation; to be offered for rent by September 2009 
• Of the 9 houses: 8 are rented, 1 to be rented by September, and 1 remains vacant. 
• All farmland is leased for crops or pasture. 
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Biosolids Options Study Update 

In early 2009 the Waste Mgmt Steering Committee approved a Biosolids Options Study 
Project. The purpose of the study is to provide WMC with a final report consisting of potential 
options for the handling of the biosolids cake currently being produced by the City WWTF and 
being disposed of at the landfill. 

The study committee consists of city staff, county staff, a WMC appOinted representative and 
the consulting firm of RV Anderson. 

The committee has provided WMC with 2 technical memorandums. The first of which 
included a long list of potential options for the management of the biosolids cake, and the 
second which narrowed down the options to be researched based on several criteria 
including: public safety, cost, technical merit and sustainability of the option. 

The next steps for the study committee include site visits to a couple of facilities that currently 
manage biosolids in a manner other than landfill, more research on the short list and a report 
back to WMC in early November. Following the WMC committee meeting a Public Info 
Centre will be held which will present the Final Report which will include recommendations 
that would then go forward to be included in a formal Environmental Assessment process and 
all the research and scrutiny that process entails. 

While it is the intent of the committee to find an alternative to landfilling of the biosolids in a 
timely manner, there are several levels of approvals that any recommended alternative must 
go through. More information on the process will be provided at the PIC in November. 

Are there any questions or comments that this committee would like me to take back to the 
Biosolids Options Study Committee? 


