
 

To: Members of the Planning Committee 

From: Ken Hetherington, Manager, Planning Division 

Meeting Date: May 26, 2014 

Subject: Report PLPD14-029 
Source Water Protection Update and Agreement with 
Otonabee Region Conservation Authority 

Purpose 

A report to provide an update on the implementation of the Source Water Protection Plan 
and to recommend that the City enter into an agreement with Otonabee Region 
Conservation Authority to assist with the implementation of the objective. 

Recommendations 

That Council approve the recommendations outlined in Report PLPD14-029 dated  
May 26, 2014, of the Manager, Planning Division, as follows: 

a) That an agreement with Otonabee Region Conservation Authority be executed to 
implement source water protection initiatives as described in Report PLPD14-029; 
and 

b) That the Mayor and the City Clerk be authorized to sign the agreement. 

Budget and Financial Implications 

It has been anticipated that there would be costs to municipalities in order to implement 
the Source Water Protection Plan prepared by the Province. In response to this concern, 
the Province has provided municipalities with the opportunity to access funding to assist 
with the initial cost of preparing to fulfil its obligations under the Clean Water Act. On 
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December 13, 2013, the City entered into an agreement with the Province to follow 
through with the protection of source water in accordance with the Clean Water Act.  
The agreement allowed the City access to receive $62,827 as a Base Grant to address 
eligible costs that would include municipal staff salaries, fees for contracted services and 
the cost of printing and distributing material for education and outreach.  There is a 
difference between the total costs of the eligible activities and costs that are not covered 
by the implementation funds of $8,915, which will become a cost to the City for 
implementation. 

Background and Update 

The Ministry of the Environment has reviewed the initial submission of the Source 
Protection Plan that was returned to the Source Water Protection Committee in late 2013 
with comments from stakeholders including the Ministry itself.  The Plan has since been 
reviewed by the Committee and sent back to the Ministry last month (March 2014) for 
final review and approval.  It is anticipated that it will receive final approval from the 
Minister of the Environment by August 2014.  Once the plan is approved, the planning 
phase will have concluded, and the implementation phase will commence. 

The City is currently in the process of updating its Official Plan Policies, which are 
expected to include policies that will reflect those policies advanced by the Source 
Protection Plan.  In the meantime, the City is also preparing itself to implement its 
obligations to protect source water by entering into partnership agreements with other 
agencies, including Otonabee Region Conservation Authority. 

Similar to other neighbouring municipalities that have an obligation toward the protection 
of our municipal source of drinking water, the City is planning to enter into an agreement 
with Otonabee Region Conservation Authority as the agency that would assist the City 
with: 

1) Risk management, including enforcement obligations required under Part IV of the 
Clean Water Act; 

2) Education and outreach to those who own land or are carrying out activities that 
could become a significant threat to drinking water on land in proximity to our 
intake protection interests (See Exhibit A attached); and 

3) Assistance with readiness and implementation of the Plan objectives. This will 
include the establishment of interactive protocols to ensure the business process 
fulfills legislated requirements set out under the Clean Water Act. 

The Municipal Source Protection Implementation Fund amount of $62,827 is the Base 
Grant amount to cover eligible costs associated with the activities listed above.  The costs 
must be incurred by December 7, 2015.  In addition to the Base Grant amount, 
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Peterborough can access an additional $15,000 to cover its costs for collaboration with 
adjacent municipalities in co-ordinating efforts toward protecting source water.   
A copy of the Implementation Funding Proposal prepared by Otonabee Region 
Conservation Authority is attached to this report as Exhibit B.  Table 2 on page 4 of 
Exhibit B offers a summary of costs and activities that will be covered by the funds.  At 
the bottom of the table is a figure of $8,915, being the difference between the total costs 
of the activities and the costs that are not covered by the implementation funds.  

Summary 

Staff is providing this information as an update on the plan for protection of municipal 
drinking water and recommending the execution of an agreement with Otonabee Region 
Conservation Authority as the lead agency that will assist the City in fulfilling its 
obligations described under the Clean Water Act including enforcement activities. 

Submitted by, 

Ken Hetherington 
Manager, Planning Division 

Prepared by, Concurred with, 

Richard Straka Malcolm Hunt, Director 
Planner, Policy & Research Planning and Development Services 

Contact Name: 
Richard Straka 
Planner, Policy & Research 
Phone: 705-742-7777, Extension 1733 
Toll Free: 1-855-738-3755 
Fax: 705-742-5218 
E-mail: rstraka@peterborough.ca  

Attachments: 
Exhibit A –  Map of Peterborough System Intake Protection Zones 1 and 2 

mailto:rstraka@peterborough.ca
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Exhibit B –  Source Protection Municipal Implementation Fund Proposal from Otonabee 
Region Conservation Authority 



Report PLPD14-029 
Source Water Protection Update  Page 5 

Exhibit A, Page 1 of 1 
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Exhibit B  

Source Protection Municipal Implementation Fund Proposal from Otonabee 
Region Conservation Authority 
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