
 
 

 
 
TO: Members of the Committee of the Whole 
 
FROM: Ken Doherty, Director of Community Services 
 
MEETING DATE: May 20, 2008 
 
SUBJECT: Report CSACH08- 007 

Peterborough Centennial Museum & Archives – Name Change  
 
 
 
PURPOSE 

A report to recommend the name of the “Peterborough Centennial Museum & Archives” 
be simplified to the “Peterborough Museum & Archives”.   
 

RECOMMENDATION  

That Council approves the recommendation outlined in Report CSACH08-007 dated 
May 20, 2008, of the Director of Community Services as follows:  
 
That Council endorse the recommendation of the Museum & Archives Advisory 
Committee to adopt the name “Peterborough Museum & Archives”, to replace the name  
“Peterborough Centennial Museum & Archives”. 
 

BUDGET AND FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Currently, there are no financial implications.   
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In 2007, the Department of Canadian Heritage, through the Canadian Arts and Heritage 
Sustainability Program (CAHSP), approved $26,800 of external funding in support of an 
image review and image rebuild for the Museum (2008 Capital Budget Reference 
11.01).  
 
Museum staff will gradually implement the changes, through the Museum’s annual 
operating budget.   
 
 
BACKGROUND 

For the past several years, Peterborough Centennial Museum & Archives staff has been 
exploring ways to expand public service and programs, as well as ways to invigorate the 
Museum and Archives’ image.     
 
In 2004, the Peterborough Centennial Museum & Archives’ received “The Expansion 
Feasibility Study”  (www.pcma.ca).   Two important components of this Study were (1) 
Market Research and Consultation; and (2) an Internal Review.  In 2007, the “Marketing 
Initiative for the Balsillie Collection of Roy Studio Images: Feasibility Component” was 
completed.  In follow-up discussions with federal museum advisors, staff was 
encouraged to seek funding in support of a re-branding initiative to improve the 
Museum’s visibility and viability within the city and region, through consolidated, clear 
communication and signage.  All three projects were supported through funding from 
community partners and the Department of Canadian Heritage. 
 
Throughout the associated public consultations, the Peterborough community indicated 
that a minor modification of the Museum’s name to the “Peterborough Museum & 
Archives” is desirable and appropriate.  Omitting the word Centennial does not lose 
sight of the Museum’s role in the Centennial celebration of Canada, but it does clarify 
the Museum’s role in today’s context. This role has been articulated in the Museum’s 
Vision Statement (2004): 
 

Preserving and celebrating the collective memories of our community – 
stories, images and traces of the people and the land. 

 
Accordingly, the Museum and Archives Advisory Committee (MAAC) passed the 
following motion, April 10, 2008: 
 

"Given the public feedback during the Expansion Feasibility Study and the 
Branded initiative, it is recommended that the facility immediately adopt 
the name of ‘Peterborough Museum and Archives' on all signage, 
advertising, and public communications.  Be it further resolved that the 
museum and archives begin work on developing a new, more modern 
logo that befits its role as a 21st century leader in heritage preservation in 
the City."  
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The Peterborough Centennial Museum & Archives is one of many Canadian institutions, 
developed and named after 1967 Centennial celebrations, now striving towards a more 
current, unambiguous image.  For examples, the RCMP Centennial Museum, the Peace 
River Centennial Museum & Archives, the Penetanguishene Centennial Museum and 
the Vancouver Centennial Museum are all in the process of modifying their names.  
 
Documentary research was completed to ensure there are no legal ramifications to 
amending the Museum’s name.  Given that the Museum is not a distinct legal entity, but 
rather a facility, there is no legal process surrounding its name or logo.  The Corporation 
of the City of Peterborough is the owner of the facility and therefore is the only legal 
name; the name by which the facility is actually known is a common or convenient name 
only. 
 
Approval of the proposed name change at this time will allow staff to finalize orders for 
new highway signs and promotional material; and to complete the CAHSP project. 
 
SUMMARY 

The Peterborough Centennial Museum & Archives is a vibrant community museum, 
committed to providing quality service to the community, the region and beyond.   
Amending the name to the Peterborough Museum & Archives will more clearly 
communicate its mission and its directive, in particular to younger generations and to 
visitors to the community.    
 
Submitted by, 
 
 
Ken Doherty       
Director of Community Services    
 
Contact Name: 
Susan Neal 
Museum Director 
Peterborough Centennial Museum & Archives 
Phone:  (705) 743-5180 
Fax:  (705) 743-2614 
Email:  sneale@peterborough.ca  
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Attachments: 
 
  Appendix “A” PCMA Vision Statement, “Expansion Feasibility Study” 

 
Appendix “B” Strategy # 1 Refresh PCMA’s role in the community; 
“Marketing Initiative for the Balsillie Collection of Roy Studio Images 
Feasibility Component 
 
Appendix “C” Project Description, Specific Conditions and Budget  
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