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Tourism: Its Impact

In Q1 2012, tourism spending in Canada

reached $15.8B, up 6.9% (up for ninth

consecutive year over year)

Ontario’s tourism industry ($23.6 billion)

contributes more to Ontario’s economy

than Mining, Pharmaceuticals, Biotech,than Mining, Pharmaceuticals, Biotech,

and Advanced Medical Technologies

sectors combined

In 2009, there were 147,000 tourism

related businesses in Ontario, representing

17% of the total number of businesses in

the province

For every $1 million spent by visitors,

Ontario creates 14 jobs



In 2010, MTCS announced plans 

to create 13 tourism regions in 

Ontario

Each to be managed by its own 

13 Regional Tourism 

Organizations

Each to be managed by its own 

Regional Tourism Organization 

(RTO)



Regional Tourism 

Organization

8

City of Kawartha Lakes

Northumberland County

City of Peterborough

County of Peterborough



What do we do?2012-13 

Initiatives

RTO 8 ABOVE-THE-LINE ACTIVITIES

Product Development Marketing
________________________________________

SUPPORTIVE NON-RTO ACTIVITIES

RTO 8 ABOVE-THE-LINE ACTIVITIES

Product Development Marketing
________________________________________

SUPPORTIVE NON-RTO ACTIVITIES

– Market-driven, research-based

– Address seasonality

– Focus on incremental overnight visitation

SUPPORTIVE NON-RTO ACTIVITIES

DMOs, Sector Associations, Economic Development 
Agencies, Chambers of Commerce, DBIAs

SUPPORTIVE NON-RTO ACTIVITIES

DMOs, Sector Associations, Economic Development 
Agencies, Chambers of Commerce, DBIAs



RTOs as Municipal 

Partners

• Trip-Click created by GIS Manager of • Trip-Click created by GIS Manager of 
Peterborough County

• RTO8 saw potential to expand to all of Region 8

• Participating partners:
– County and City of Peterborough

– Region 8 DMOs

– Kawartha Lakes

– Northumberland

– Kawartha Heritage Conservancy

A GPS Journey Through 

Peterborough, Kawartha Lakes & 

Northumberland



Everything at your Fingertips!

Combines GPS precision with quality storytelling

• Photos, text and audio stories 

• Listings include:

– Accommodations, restaurants, 

shopping, attractions, trails, 

& the stories that shaped us!



All-in-one access to 

Natives of Ireland, the Stewarts took up farming on the Otonabee River in 1823. As 

a justice of the peace and member of the legislative council, Thomas Stewart played 

a significant role in the early development of Peterborough. Frances Stewart's 

published correspondence, Our Forest Home, provides a valuable record of life in a 

pioneer community.

All-in-one access to 

multi-media content 

on your computer, 

GPS, or mobile device.



What’s to See?

• Accommodations

• Attractions• Attractions

• Boating & Marinas

• Outdoor Recreation

• Restaurants & Nightlife

• Shopping

• Spas, Salons & Retreats



Your Personal Tour Guide

• Select from Suggested Tours

• Create a personalized Custom 
Tour

– Add a Suggested Tour– Add a Suggested Tour

– Add individual Points of Interest

• Use GPS turn-by-turn navigation

• GPS tours begin automatically as 
you approach your destination

• Smart phone capability added



Value of Partnerships

Trip-Click

www.trip-click.com

Investment 
$60,000

Partnerships

Increased 
visitor 

spending

www.trip-click.com



RTOs as Municipal 

Partners

Trans Canada Trail 

• Trail link to connect from GTA to Ottawa

• Completes nationally recognized trail in Region 8

• Links 15 communities and connects them to major 

attractions plus other significant trail & cycling routes

• Significant economic impact  (KTCT has 132-198,000 

users annually spending $35 each visit)



Trans Canada Trail Funding Partners

Trans Canada Trail (Parks Canada)

Private Donations

Peterborough to Hastings Trans Canada Trail Association

Peterborough Community Futures Development Corp. 

(EODP) 

Project Partners (other investors)

Infrastructure Ontario

Township of Otonabee South-Monaghan

Township of Asphodel Norwood

County of Peterborough 

City of Peterborough

City of Kawartha LakesCity of Kawartha Lakes

County of Northumberland

Otonabee Region Conservation Authority

Association Representation

Resorts

Conservancy

Chamber of Commerce

Snowmobile Club

Cycling Clubs

Rotary Club

Trail Associations

Adjacent Landowners

Local Residents



Value of Partnerships

Trans Canada Trail

RTO8 
Investment 

$85,000

Partnerships 
over $700,000

real property values

user expenditures

($3.7 - $8.5 million in 
Kawartha TCT alone)

job creation 



RTO8 Promotes the 

Region • Targeted at GTA

• Weekend getaways

• Weekly ads in Metro 

publication

• Bi-weekly in Toronto Star







RTO 8 Promotes the 

Region





Watch for 

Globe & Mail ad 

15th September 


