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Municipal Research 

on 

Exotic Animals

Tanya Dunford

Brampton (593,638)

Animal Control By-

Law 261-93 as 

amended by By-law 

340-2012

Brantford (97,496)

Chapter 206

Guelph (131,794)

Bylaw #(2016)-20122

Haldimand County (6,869)

By-law #1396/13

Kingston (123,798)

By-Law 2004-144

Kitchener (233,222)

Chapter 408 amended 

by By-law XX

Lincoln (23,787)

Animal Care and 

Control By-law 08-92

London (383,822)

Animal Control By-

law PH-3

Exotics Defined No No No No No No No No

Licensing/Fees/

Registration

No No If keeping reptiles for 

purposes of breeding

Register with 

Poundkeeper

No Register restricted 

animals

No No

Restriction on # No No No 5 No No No 2 Class 5 animals

Prohibited 

Animals

23 Animals

All Pythons and 

Boas

All Venomous 

Reptiles

20 Animals

All Pythons and 

Boas

All Venomous 

Reptiles

70 Animals

Reptiles: Anacondas, 

and Scrub, Indian, 

Indian rock, Burmese, 

African rock, or 

Reticulated pythons

Arachnids: Scorpions, 

Black widow spiders, 

Any and all poisonous 

or venomous animals 

29 Animals

All lizards and snakes 

except Non-Venomous 

snakes under 3 m

Non-Venomous lizards 

under 2 m (except 

iguana)

Venomous snakes (even 

if devenomized)

No 12 Animals

Venomous or 

poisonous

Certain amphibians

Reptiles:

Numerous including: 

venomous snakes, 

even if 

devenomized, boas 

or pythons no 

greater than 2 m, 

snakes that reach 

larger than 3 m; 

lizards that reach 

No person shall 

keep a Class 7 

Animal

or venomous animals lizards that reach 

larger than 2 m

All other venomous 

or poisonous 

animals
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Brampton (593,638)

Animal Control By-

Law 261-93 as 

amended by By-law 

340-2012

Brantford (97,496)

Chapter 206

Guelph (131,794)

Bylaw #(2016)-20122

Haldimand County (6,869)

By-law #1396/13

Kingston (123,798)

By-Law 2004-144

Kitchener (233,222)

Chapter 408 amended 

by By-law XX

Lincoln (23,787)

Animal Care and 

Control By-law 08-92

London (383,822)

Animal Control By-

law PH-3

Restricted 

Animals

No No No No No Lizard which will grow 

to more than 65 cm 

from snout to vent, 

snake that will grow to 

more than 2 m in 

length

No No non-venomous 

snakes over 24 in., 

No non-venomous 

lizards over 12 in.

Other Snakes, 

Tarantulas, 

Scorpions and 

other Spiders may 

Class 5 Animal - 

non-venomous 

snakes, lizards 

and spiders

not be displayed on 

a highway or public 

place (with 

exceptions)

Class 7 Animal - 

Venomous lizards, 

snakes and 

spiders
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Exotics Defined

Niagara Falls (88,071)

Animal Control By-law 

2002-129 

as amended by 2002-152 

and 2010-70

Norwood (4,109)

By-law 2016-69

Orillia (31,166)

Chapter 286

Oshawa (159.458)

By-law 14-2010

Vancouver 

(631,486)

Animal Control 

Bylaw #9150

Waterloo 

(104,986)

By-law 09-047

Windsor 

(217,188)

Bylaw #8156

Woodstock (40,902)

Chapter 224

Exotic Animal means 

any animal or animals 

of any class and 

classes listed on 

Schedule E2:

Venomous arachnids 

(Spiders, scorpions, 

tarantulas) Venomous 

reptiles, All pythons and 

boa constrictors

No No No No No Yes - An animal 

not indigenous 

to Canada and 

not commonly 

kept as a 

household pet 

in Canada, 

whether or not 

such animals is 

a "wild animal" 

Yes

All venomous 

snakes, all pythons 

and boas;

All venomous 

lizards;

All venomous 

arachnids and 

spiders (tarantulas, 

spiders and mites)

Licensing/Fees/

Registration

Restriction on #

Prohibited 

Animals

boa constrictors a "wild animal" spiders and mites)

No - if kept in allowed 

areas

Register with 

clerk

Registry of 

grandfathered only

No No No No  No 

No No No No Max 6 No No No 

No 13 Animals

Boas and 

Pythons

Venomous 

reptiles (lizards 

and snakes)

Venomous 

insects

29 Animals

All venomous or 

poisonous reptiles

All Boas and 

pythons

All lizards that 

exceed 2 m

All types of 

Anacondas

All other poisonous 

58 Animals

All lizards that 

reach 2 m 

All snakes that 

reach 3 m

All venomous 

snakes and lizards

Scorpions and 

spiders (except 

tarantulas)

7 animals

Green anaconda, 

yellow anaconda, 

reticulated python, 

African rock 

python, Burmese 

python, Indian 

python, amethyst 

python;

venomous snakes 

16 Animals 

Venomous 

lizards that 

reach 2 m.

Venomous 

snakes

Snakes longer 

than 3 m

All poisonous 

insects, reptiles 

No person may 

keep any exotic 

animal, 

venomous 

snakes and 

snakes not 

indigenous to 

Canada, 

venomous 

reptiles, insects 

Non-venomous 

snakes over 36 in.

Non-venomous 

lizards over 24 in.

All other poisonous 

or venomous 

animals

tarantulas) venomous snakes 

or reptiles

insects, reptiles 

and 

amphibians

reptiles, insects 

or spiders
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Restricted 

Animals

Other

Niagara Falls (88,071)

Animal Control By-law 

2002-129 

as amended by 2002-152 

and 2010-70

Norwood (4,109)

By-law 2016-69

Orillia (31,166)

Chapter 286

Oshawa (159.458)

By-law 14-2010

Vancouver 

(631,486)

Animal Control 

Bylaw #9150

Waterloo 

(104,986)

By-law 09-047

Windsor 

(217,188)

Bylaw #8156

Woodstock (40,902)

Chapter 224

Designated 

lands/premises for 

keeping exotic animals

No No No No No No

Grandfathered 

venomous 

animals allowed. 

Keepers of 

Snakes, reptiles 

and spiders 

allowed to be 

kept shall be in 

venomous 

reptiles must 

keep antitoxins at 

a local hospital or 

health centre

escape-proof 

enclosure
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